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has become a collective term for identifying 
corporate business schools for kids. 

More examples of similar private schools and 
extracurricular centers that run on a global 
stage include MINIBOSS Business School and 
TeachingKidsBusiness. While serving as a use-
ful extracurricular activity and a learning possi-
bility for the students, those fee-based courses 
might not be fully accessible to some less-for-
tunate population groups. That is where the 
booming online education trends come to res-
cue.

Virtual Business Courses for Kids 
Self-paced virtual business courses for kids al-
low parents, children and school teachers to 
access business school-like experiences and 
learning materials online from the comfort of 
their own home and on a reduced fee. While 
undeniably limited with a lack of the group 
work and interaction, the virtual children busi-
ness education providers do tend to create an 
engaging learning environment for the kids 
through online mentors, online interactive au-
dio group exercises, videos and games, etc. 

FunFinanceAcademy is tailored for younger 
kids and offer introductory lessons not only into 
the world of business, but adulthood. While 
the name of the provider incorporates “finance 
academy”, the educational programmes do not 
only revolve around the talk about money. The 
online module “Business Basic”, for example, 
expands on the types and roles of businesses, 
highlights the stories from kidpreneurs (chil-
dren entrepreneurs), and introduces social re-
sponsibility concepts and more. Another exam-
ple, Kidpreneurs Academy - Entrepreneurship 
Course for Kids 7-12 by Udemy, the world’s 
largest  online learning platform, incorporates 
the hand-on project approach to introduce the 

children to the world of entrepreneurship. 
Unfortunately, the virtual business education 
for kids might, in many cases, be limited to 
basic introductions to the world of business 
and focus on gaining specific economic knowl-
edge, rather than serve as a basis for devel-
oping transferable entrepreneurship skills. 
Without clear guidance from “real” mentor, 
lack of peer-learning and real-life experiences, 
the online learning paths can be a valuable ad-
dition to the child’s entrepreneurial learning 
path, but not the substitutes of a more struc-
tured and integrated hands-on approach at 
the educational institution. 

What about the public schools? 
While the above mentioned MBA for kids 
courses’ curricula are also offered to the 
schools, and the teachers can potentially in-
corporate the available online courses into 
their daily teaching, there are providers who 
tailor their courses exclusively for schools. Vir-
tual Enterprises (VE) International, for exam-
ple, “offers programmes that provide all stu-
dents with authentic, collaborative, immersive 
business and entrepreneurial experiences”. In 
addition to creating the online (and offline) 
content for high schools, VE International col-
laborates with the businesses representatives 
to bring the real experiences on board.  An-
other initiative in the US, Maker Kids Club, pro-
vides a set curriculum for teachers to run their 
own Kidpreneur club at their school. 
To benefit from these initiatives, one will need 
to acquire the membership on an institutional 
or individual levels. Without a doubt, financial 
constraints as well as the lack of awareness of 
the practicing teachers about the advantages 
of early age entrepreneurship education lim-
it the popularization of the courses at public 
schools. Our project aims to address the root 
of this issue by popularizing entrepreneurship 

education and creating the relevant open ac-
cess resources for the aspiring teacher – hence 
the students in initial teacher education pro-
gramme. We do hope that via addressing our 
future teachers, we can widen the access of the 
children to entrepreneurship education initia-
tives and help raise a new generation of entre-
preneurs in Europe. 

Learn more about the courses and initiatives 
mentioned in the blog: 

https://www.kidsmba.net/

https://mbakids.ua/

https://www.matrixcareer.com/ 

https://www.teachingkidsbusiness.com/busi-
ness-preparation-program/

https://www.miniboss-school.biz/english/

https://funfinanceacademy.com/

https://veinternational.org/why-ve/

https://makerkids.club/about/

https://www.udemy.com/kidpreneurs-entre-
preneurship-course-for-kid/

https://makerkids.club/contact/

Image credits: p. 26 Porapak Apichodilok via 
www.pexels.com; p.29 Sharon McCutcheon via 
www.pexels.com
provided by: Alexandra Zinovyeva, University 
Industry Innovation Network (UIIN)
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SMART START: 
Business School 
for Kids & Teens 

in Tbilisi, Georgia 

fective communication, Internet safety, career 
planning, etc. They also conduct standalone 
workshops in financial literacy, peaceful con-
flict resolution, mindfulness, defining individ-
ual learning style and more. If there is a need 
in tailor-made course for an individual student, 
Smart Start also offers tutoring sessions. Re-
gardless of the learning mode, the activities 
are enriched with field trips to offices and en-
terprises in Tbilisi, interviews & meetings with 
experts, motivational speakers and simply in-
teresting people, who are eager to share their 
experience. All activities are held during the 
off-school time, on Saturdays and Sundays. 

“Crazy ideas are ok and I didn’t know that”
-Ekaterine, 9 years old, Smart Strat student

What could be more fulfilling for a teacher than 
knowing their students are happy and inspired 
to apply the knowledge, they have gained, into 
life. Smart Start teaches kids to make the best 
out of their experiments, either good or bad, 

and put them down to experience. The school 
breaks the stereotype that entrepreneurship is 
a solely for-profit activity by helping kids learn 
how to find their pathway in life and have per-
sistence and resilience to follow it, what an 
ordinary school cannot do for many reasons. 
Apart from that, Smart Start keeps welcoming 
their students back again what portrays them 
as a trustworthy education institution that is 
worth coming back. 

Image credit: Startup Stock Photos via www.
pexels.com
Provided by: Alina Meloyan, University Industry 
Innovation Network 

When you think of Georgia, what is the first 
thing that comes into your mind? Picturesque 
mountainous landscape with Shota Rustaveli 
peak, or finger-licking khachapuri and fine Sa-
peravi wine, or, maybe, intricate characters of 
the Georgian alphabet that remind one of spa-
ghetti? It is all true, but the country has cer-
tainly more to offer. Especially, when it comes 
to children. A recently opened Smart Start 
Business school provides training services to 
kids and teens of 7-17 years old to help them 
adopt entrepreneurial attitude. The school 
prides itself as an education institution that 
teaches kids in three languages, i.e. Georgian, 
Russian and English. Smart Start’s primary fo-
cus is placed on developing soft skills that are 
seen crucial for balanced and thriving future of 
generations Y & Z.

Why Smart Start?
Being quite unconventional for a local setting, 
in their training, Smart Start emphasises the 
importance of developing growth mindset, 

flexibility and initiative among kids. All these 
components are ensured with professionalism, 
dedication and enthusiasm of the school teach-
ing staff, who know how to inspire and engage 
students into seemingly challenging, yet excit-
ing, activities. Smart Start teachers make their 
kids feel that they are capable of solving com-
plex problems by using various methodological 
approaches, i.e. gamification, interval revision, 
problem-action-oriented learning, etc. The 
Smart Start environment empowers students 
to think and come up with creative solutions as 
well as to work in a team and understand the 
group dynamics. 

What does Smart Start offer?
Since Smart Start caters for the needs of stu-
dents of different age, including all school lev-
els, the variety of training varies depending 
upon what a certain student might need at the 
moment most. Smart Start offers 1-10 month 
blended courses in emotional intelligence, 
creative design thinking, entrepreneurship, ef-
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bier@univations.de

www.entrepreneurialteachers.eu 

Contact us

bratzke@univations.de

Twitter: @piete_project
Facebook: @PIETEproject
LinkedIn: pieteproject

The information and views set out in this publica-
tion are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the official opinion of the European 
Union. Neither the European Union institutions 
and bodies nor any person acting on their behalf 
may be held responsible for the use which may be 
made of the information contained therein. 

http://www.entrepreneurialteachers.eu
https://twitter.com/piete_project
https://www.facebook.com/PIETEproject/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pieteproject/

